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402-466 E. Cross St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The north side of Cross St. east of Riverside Ave. is improved by 
a variety of building types. The earliest houses on the block, a group 
of two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses built by several different 
builders in the 1840's and early 1850's, is located in the middle of the 
block at 430-450 E. Cross St. To the east of this group of houses, there is 
a small, one story, gable-roofed brick church, built in 1873 for the congregation 
of the Sailors' Union Bethel, a group of seamen who had formerly worshipped on 
the William Penn, an old clipper ship berthed at the Lee St. wharf. At' the 
far eastern end of the block, near Covington St., there are several two and 
three story, simple brick structures built in the 1870's or earlier, which 
were formerly owned by the Rossmarck Brewery which operated a tavern on the 
site. At the western end of the block, near Riverside Ave., there are two 
distinct groups of late Victorian-style houses. The first group, 402-408 
E. Cross St., is a group of two story, three bay wide brick houses with shed 
roofs and bracketed cornices, built by James F. Morgan in the late 1880's as 
part of his development of the adjoining section of Riverside Ave. At 410-420 
E. Cross St. there is a row of two story, two bay wide brown brick houses with 
shed roofs and simple sheet metal bracketed cornices, built by Walter Hampson 
in 1907. This latter group, along with similar rows built by Hampson directly 
north of this row on Grindall and Hamburg Streets, are the last houses to be 
built in the Federal Hill area. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three story two bay brick building with shed roof and modillion cornice 
is a late addition to the group of houses extending along this side of Cross St. 

The house is three stories in height, about 15' wide, and occupies a lot 162' 
deep. The house is two rooms deep with a three story high, one bay wide and deep 
stair hall extension which connects the main house to a two story high, two bay 
deep rear addition. There is also a later one story high, two bay deep frame 
addition. The house is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped by 
a simple cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding supported by 
a row of heavy modillions. There is a single chimney located along the east 
side of the front of the house and a double chimney located along the east side of 
the rear of the house. 

i 

The door and window openings have common arch lintels and wood sills. The 
first floor window opening is filled with 1/1 sash; the second and third floor 
window openings are filled with 2/2 double hung sash. There is a modern panel 
door with a fanlight in the door, set beneath a single light transom. The entrance 
opens directly off the sidewalk. There is a small, square coal opening with a 
metal cover located beneath the first floor window. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This building is significant as being representative of the second phase of 
commercial/residential construction in the Federal Hill area, being built in the 
1870's in the then popular Victorian style, with shed roof and bracketed cornice. 
This type of building served the same function as its pre-Civil War predecessor, the 
first floor area serving as a store-front and the upper two floors serving as a 
residence for the family operating the store below. 

The house was built by a William Shuebrook, a commission merchant whose business 
vas located across the street. In the early 1880's the house (and the house next door 
at 464 Cross St.) came into the possession of the Rossmarck family, who operated a 
large brewery across the street. During the 1880's these houses served as saloons 
operated by the Rossmarcks, in which they sold the beer they brewed across the street.1 

1Baltimore City Land Records, Liber GR 653, Folio 10; FAP 932, Folio 276; 
Baltimore City Directory, 1864, 1876, 1880, 1885, 1887 
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